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We have produced this booklet to accompany the Sunday Talk Series: Knowing Your Authority and Calling, 
which is running January to March 2015 here at Winchester Vineyard Church.  

The material in this series helps to fully understand our position as God’s Trusted Rulers.  It unpacks the bible’s 
teaching about the spiritual authority we carry as sons & daughters of God and how to practically live that out 
in our daily lives.  It also helps us to work out what assignment God has uniquely called each of us to do.   

Each week of the teaching has at least one accompanying resource ‘tool’ to help apply the important truths to 
our lives.  This booklet is designed to act as a reminder/guide so that all the tools are easily accessible day to 
day.  This booklet does not contain the full teaching material for each session.  That will be will be published 
separately week by week, and we suggest you make notes during each session. 

We’re particularly grateful to Brian Nicholson and Paul Phillips who have mainly pulled the material together. 
We trust that the talks themselves and the tools in the booklet are helpful, and we’re really excited about how 
God wants to use them to bring about transformation in each of our lives as well as in the church. 

As always, if you have any questions, please feel free to contact us through the office or catch one of the team 
on a Sunday.  

With every blessing, 

Nigel & Jo Hemming 
Leaders, Winchester Vineyard Church 

Acknowledgement:   
Much of the material for this course is taken and adapted with grateful thanks from ‘Living Free’ by Mike Riches originally copyright © 

2005 Revalesio Ministries.  It can now be accessed through the Sycamore Commission www.sycamorecommission.org                       



Introduction - Freedom in Christ 
The series does not start from the beginning! Instead it builds on the foundation laid out in the Freedom in 
Christ course.  It assumes that each of us understand and are trying to live out the following basic truths:


• I am redeemed. I am in Christ. I am a saint, made holy in Jesus.

• I believe and live by what God says about me, not what the enemy says in my head.

• I make a daily choice to walk by the Spirit not to give in to the flesh.

• I submit to God and resist the devil.

• I have learnt to live out of the truth of who I am in Jesus and not live by my feelings.

• I exercise ongoing forgiveness towards others.

• I counter the enemy’s lies with the power of God’s truth, and continue to demolish strongholds in my life

• I live a life of service, not of self-satisfaction.

 

Pause and reflect 
How many of these truths am I consistently living out? 

How much have I allowed to drop?

What do I need to review & replace?	


• Each of us has a calling to minister as Jesus did, as well as a unique personal God-given design. True 
freedom and blessing come as we choose to walk in that calling, and take hold of our true identity.


• The goal is for us to grow in intimacy with Jesus – greater awareness of his love, as well as greater 
willingness to obey - and therefore see restoration, victory and overcoming in our lives and the lives of 
others.




Session 1: Our Place, Authority & Completeness in Christ 

The Christian Birthright Card 
 © Destiny City Church Tacoma 

This collection of statements, based on truths from the bible, remind us of our true identity as those who 
have chosen to follow Jesus.  They are always a good place to start from when we need to remind 
ourselves just who God says we are.  Simply read through them reflecting on each and allowing the truth 
to penetrate your spirit.


I am a child of God, born again, redeemed by the blood of the Lamb, filled with the Holy Spirit, and seek 
to live by every Word that comes out of the mouth of God.

John 1:12; 3:3, 7; Ephesians 5:18; Revelation 5:9; 1 Peter 1:18-19; Deuteronomy 8:3 

I will not be conformed to this world, but I will be transformed by the renewing of my mind so I can prove 
the good, acceptable and perfect will of God.

Romans 12:2 

I will overcome Satan and his minions by the blood of the Lamb, by the word of my testimony, and by not 
loving my life even unto death. I will also fully exercise the authority of Christ that is mine in being seated 
with Him in the heavenlies far above all rulers and authorities.

Revelation 12:11; Ephesians 1:19-23; 2:5-6 

I am the light of the world, and the darkness cannot suppress it.  Matthew 5:14

I am living in Christ’s authority which gives me power over all of the enemy.   Luke 10:17-20

I am part of the true vine, a channel of Christ’s life and energy.   John 15:1, 5

I am not condemned, but declared fully forgiven and righteous in Christ.   Romans 8:1

I am secure in Christ’s love for me.   Romans 8:35-39

I am an overwhelming conqueror in Christ against all that would come against me. 

Romans 8:37-39 
I am a temple—a dwelling place—of God. His spirit and His life dwell in me. 

1 Corinthians 3:16; 6:19 
I am united to the Lord and am one spirit with Him.   1 Corinthians 6:17 
I am a member of Christ’s body.   1 Corinthians 12:27; Ephesians 5:30 
I am a new creation in Christ, old things are passing away.   2 Corinthians 5:17 
I am reconciled to God and am a minister of reconciliation for God to others.  

2 Corinthians 5:18-19 



I am righteous with God’s righteousness.   2 Corinthians 5:21 
I am a child of God and one in Christ.   Galatians 3:26, 28 
I am a child of God, my personal heavenly Father, who intimately and infinitely loves me. 

Galatians 4:6 
I am an heir of God since I am a child of God.   Galatians 4:6-7 
I am a saint.   Ephesians 1:1; 1 Corinthians 1:2; Philippians 1:1; Colossians 1:2 
I am seated in the heavenly realm, with Christ, in all His authority over Satan’s kingdom. 

Ephesians 1:19-23; 2:5-6 
I am God’s workmanship, His handiwork, born anew in Christ to do His work.  Ephesians 2:10

I am a fellow citizen with the rest of God’s family.  Ephesians 2:19

I am the light of God and expose the darkness by Christ’s life in me.   Ephesians 2:19

I am a warrior against Satan and fully outfitted to stand triumphant in Christ.   Ephesians 6:10-20

I am hidden with Christ in God, so Satan must go through Christ to get to me.   Colossians 3:3

I am an expression of the life of Christ because He is my life.   Colossians 3:4

I am chosen of God, holy and dearly loved, and therefore jealously protected. 

Colossians 3:12; 1 Thessalonians 1:4 
I am a holy partaker of a heavenly calling.  Hebrews 3:1

I am a partaker of Christ; I share in His life.  Hebrews 3:14

I am one of God’s living stones, being built up in Christ as a spiritual house.   1 Peter 2:5

I am a member of a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of God’s own choosing.   
Peter 2:9-10

I am an alien and a stranger in this world in which I temporarily live.   1 Peter 2:11

I am an enemy of the devil.  1 Peter 5:8

I am a child of God and I will resemble Christ when He returns.  1 John 3:1-2

I am born of God, and the evil one—the devil—must go through God to touch me.  1 John 5:18


Exercise:   
In what area or situation in my life is God calling me to:-


Declare the truth about myself in Christ? 	 	 	  I will do this daily this week.

Exercise the authority that is mine in Christ?   	 	  I will do so this week. 




Session 2: The Spiritual Battle & Our Place in it 

Sometimes events that happen to us are ‘just happening’, but often they can be as a result of the ongoing 
Spiritual Battle.  In order to discern whether this is the case, it can be helpful to reflect on these kind of 
questions: 

• Is my bad mood “just happening?” 

• Is my strained marriage “just happening?” 

• Is the disintegrating relationship between parent 
and child “just happening?” 

• Is the tension and division in a church “just 
happening?” 

• Is oppressed corporate worship due merely to the 
weather and the seasons? 

• Why does a selfish and stingy spirit or one of 
division, or rebellion, or………. (fill in the blank) 
persist in a church/family/community from 
generation to generation? 

• Is a persistent lack of joy and zeal due merely to 
personality? 

• Is the disintegration of a society “just happening?” 

• Are communities in disrepair and oppressed by 
crime, drugs, murder, suicide, and hopelessness 
merely because of socio-economic issues? 

•  Are civil tensions, persecution of Christians and 
wars around the world “just happening?” 

•  Are bigotry, prejudice, and ethnic cleansings “just 
happening?” 

Aa we spend time listening to God, if we sense that there could be a spiritual cause to some of these events, it 
may be helpful to pray some of the following prayers:- 

Pray through the Armour of God:   
Read Ephesians 6:10-17, metaphorically ‘putting on’ each piece of Armour as you read the truth. 

Pray the Prayer of St Patrick: 
This version from: www.2heartsnetwork.org/Patrick 

As I arise today, 
may the strength of God pilot me,  
the power of God uphold me, 
the wisdom of God guide me.  
May the eye of God look before me,  
the ear of God hear me,  
the word of God speak for me.  
May the hand of God protect me,  
the way of God lie before me, 
the shield of God defend me,  
the host of God save me. 
May Christ shield me today. 

Christ with me, Christ before me, 
Christ behind me, 
Christ in me, Christ beneath me,  
Christ above me, 
Christ on my right, Christ on my left,  
Christ when I lie down, Christ when I sit, 
Christ when I stand, 
Christ in the heart of everyone who thinks of me, 
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me,  
Christ in every eye that sees me,  
Christ in every ear that hears me. 
Amen 

http://www.2heartsnetwork.org/Patrick


123 Skidoo  From ‘Love after Marriage’ course, Barri & Lorri Byrne 

The American word ‘skidoo’ is similar to the English ‘scarper’ or ‘skedaddle’, meaning ‘to leave 
somewhere quickly’. It can be used by anyone who senses spiritual oppression coming over them. 

If you haven't already done so, talk about what you sense is coming against you and what the enemy is trying 
to steal from you. You may be able to do this on your own or you may need help from your spouse or a close 
friend whom you trust. 

As the thoughts come that are not from God, we need to ‘catch’ them and not allow them to just go through 
our minds. We can take them captive using these four simple steps. (It’s important to actually speak the words 
out loud): 

1. I nail _____________ to the cross. 
The thoughts could come as a feeling (anger, depression, hopelessness, rejection, self-protection, etc.) They 
could also come as words or phrases you're hearing like, "He doesn't really care about me," or "She's never 
going to change.”  You can even say, "'She's never going to change,' I nail you to the cross" or... "Depression, 
I nail you to the cross!" 

2. I break all agreements I've made with ________ known or unknown and I repent of joining with ________. 

3. I send ________ away from me! 

4. Finally ask the Holy Spirit to reveal.. “Holy Spirit, what do you replace this with?” and wait for an answer. 

Mind management:  Eph 2:10  ‘For we are God’s handiwork’.  From UCB thought for the day 18.12.2014 

Your mind is the doorway to your heart, and when a questionable thought arises, you always have a choice. 
You can throw the door open and let it in, or do what the Bible says: 'Fight to capture every thought until it 
acknowledges the authority of Christ' (2 Corinthians 10:5 PHPS). In other words, capture the thought before it 
captures you. Let's say a thought regarding your self-worth arises and says, 'You've been a loser all your life. 
You've failed in relationships and jobs and ambitions. You might as well write "loser" on your CV, for that's what 
you are.' The average person would say to that thought, 'You're right; come on in.' But you're not the average 
person! You're a new creation in Christ, led by His Spirit. So rather than let the thought in, take it captive, 
present it to the Lord and say, 'Jesus, this thought says I'm a loser and I'll never amount to anything. What do 
You think?' See what you're doing? You're submitting that thought to the authority of Jesus. If He agrees with 
it, then let it in. If not, kick it to the kerb! How do you know if He agrees or disagrees? Open your Bible and find 
out what God says about you. 'We are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 
God prepared in advance for us to do'(Jeremiah 1:5). What about this one? 'Therefore, there is now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus' (Romans 8:1 NIV). Any thought that doesn't line up with 
God's Word doesn't pass the test--and doesn't gain entrance. That's how you manage your mind!  



Session 3: Understanding and Dealing with the Enemy’s Schemes 

Praying the 5 Rs 

These are 5 simple biblical steps which enable us to bring areas of our lives which have been influenced by the 
enemy back under God’s rule and blessing, and at the same time rid us of enemy activity. 

Recognise and name the area of sin in your life where the enemy has a hold, & confess the ways it plays out 
day to day 
Repent & turn back to God’s truth and love. Receive God’s complete and free forgiveness 
Rebuke the spirits which have had access to you in this area, and break the enemy’s power 
Replace by declaring the truth over your life and a decision to walk in the opposite spirit 
Receive the empowering/infilling work of God’s Spirit	  

… now Rejoice that you are forgiven and free by the grace of God! 

Exercise:  
Ask God to show you an area in your life where the enemy has some ground (topos/foothold) e.g. Fear of 
rejection or anger. Pray simply through the 5 R’s outlined above, in relation to the issue God has shown you, 
with a friend if you can. Stand in agreement with your partner as they pray, as they can for you in turn.  

Father’s Love Letter 
from www.fathersloveletter.com 

Father's Love Letter is a compilation of Bible verses from both the Old & New Testaments that are presented in 
the form of a love letter from God to you.  

Each line in the Father's Love Letter message is paraphrased, which means we have taken each Scripture's 
overall message and summarized it as a single phrase to best express it's meaning. 

We have heard testimonies from thousands of people all over the world who have had a life-changing 
encounter with God while experiencing the message found in Father's Love Letter. Since 1999, this message 
has been downloaded from our website in over 100 languages from people in almost every nation. It has also 
appeared as full page newspaper ads and has even been delivered home to home in entire countries.  

Father’s Love Letter is printed on the next page: 



FoveLetter
ather’sLFoveLetter
ather’sL

The cry of a Father’s heart from Genesis to Revelation...

My Child...

...Love, Your Dad

You may not know me, 
but I know everything about you…

I know when you sit down and when you rise up…  
I am familiar with all your ways …           Even the very hairs on your head are numbered…
For you were made in my image…    In me you live and move and have your being…    For you
are my offspring…          I knew you even before you were conceived...          I chose you when I 
planned creation… You were not a mistake…       For all your days are written in my book
…    I determined the exact time of your birth and where you would live…      You are fearfully 

and wonderfully made… I knit you together in your mother's womb…     And brought you 
forth on the day you were born …    I have been misrepresented by those who don't know me…    
I am not distant and angry, but am the complete expression of love…      And it is my desire to lavish 
my love on you... Simply because you are my child and I am your Father… I offer you more 
than your earthly father ever could… For I am the perfect Father…   Every good gift that you
receive comes from my hand...                  For I am your provider and I meet all your needs…   

My plan for your future has always been filled with hope…   Because I love you with an everlasting
love…    My thoughts toward you are countless as the sand on the seashore…    And I rejoice 
over you with singing…   I will never stop doing good to you…      For you are my treasured 
possession…    I desire to establish you with all my heart and all my soul…         And I want to 
show you great and marvelous things… If you seek me with all your heart, you will find me
…       Delight in me and I will give you the desires of your heart …    For it is I who gave you 

those desires…    I am able to do more for you than you could possibly imagine…    For I am 
your greatest encourager.… I am also the Father who comforts you in all your troubles
…   When you are brokenhearted, I am close to you…    As a shepherd carries a lamb, I have 
carried you close to my heart…            One day I will wipe away every tear from your eyes…   
And I'll take away all the pain you have suffered on this earth…    I am your Father and I love you 
even as I love my son, Jesus…       For in Jesus my love for you is revealed …         He is the exact 

representation of my being…           And He came to demonstrate that I am for you, not against you
.…     And to tell you that I am not counting your sins…            Jesus died so that you and I 
could be reconciled…                 His death was the ultimate expression of my love for you…  
I gave up everything I loved that I might gain your love… If you receive the gift of my son Jesus, 
you receive me…  And nothing will ever separate you from my love again… Come home and 
I'll throw the biggest party heaven has ever seen…        I have always been Father and will always be 

Father…   My question is...Will you be my child?…    I am waiting for you…

Psalm 139:1

Psalm 139:2

Psalm 139:3 Matthew 10:29-31   

Genesis 1:27 Acts 17:28

Acts 17:28 Jeremiah 1:4-5

Ephesians 1:11-12 Psalm 139:15-16

Psalm 139:15-16 Acts 17:26

Psalm 139:14 Psalm 139:13

Psalm 71:6 John 8:41-44

1 John 4:16

1 John 3:1 1 John 3:1

Matthew 7:11 Matthew 5:48

James 1:17 Matthew 6:31-33

Jeremiah 29:11

Jeremiah 31:3 Psalm  139:17-18

Zephaniah 3:17 Jeremiah 32:40

Exodus 19:5 Jeremiah 32:41

Jeremiah 33:3

Deuteronomy 4:29 Psalm 37:4

Philippians 2:13 Ephesians 3:20

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 Psalm 34:18

Isaiah 40:11 Revelation 21:3-4

Revelation 21:4

John 17:23 John 17:26

Hebrews 1:3

Romans 8:31 2 Corinthians 5:18-19

2 Corinthians 5:18-19 1 John 4:10

Romans 8:32

1 John 2:23 Romans 8:38-39

Luke 15:7

Ephesians 3:14-15 John 1:12-13 Luke 15:11-32

 
 

         

 

 

   

                

  

  

 

                

  

                 

 

         

 

Almighty God
Used by permission Father Heart Communications Copyright 1999  www.FathersLoveLetter.com  



Session 4: The Nature & Causes of Strongholds 

Declaring Truth Exercise:  

One of our greatest weapons in the Spiritual Battle is the declaration of TRUTH in our lives. 
Ask God to show / remind you of 2 key truths about your relationship with Him which he wants you take hold 
of more fully: 

1. _________________________________________________________ 

2.   _________________________________________________________ 

Now move to a different area of the room, stand and simply declare these truths over your life.  

Dealing with Love Deprivation 

Often we find ourselves in a cycle of Love Deprivation which can be really unhelpful and destructive:- 

SIN → GUILT / DEFEAT→ SHAME / SELF LOATHING→ PAIN→ NEED FOR COMFORT→ SIN 
  

The best way to break this cycle is to consistently press into God’s love and truth by faith, instead of allowing 
living out of the feelings of emptiness and isolation.  Every time we choose to stand in the place of pain – and 
choose obedience and intimacy with Jesus instead of sin comfort – the power of the addictive cycle is 
permanently broken at a new level.  Freedom usually comes with a series of small choices to obey, rather than 
as the result of one incredible deliverance!  Accountability and transparency with other Christians is invaluable 
in breaking the addictive self-comfort sin cycle. 

Lie detector test 
Ask the Lord:  
“Lord, are there things I believe, even about myself, or I think, or I do, which are not true, or in line with, who 
I am in Jesus?” 
When He shows you, then set about renewing your mind or your actions with the five Rs (session 3) in the 
power of the Spirit.  

If you find yourself really stuck in one of these areas, do ask for help - from a trusted friend, your Life Group 
leader, through prayer ministry on a Sunday or through our Streams of Hope team.  



Session 5. Living differently through Jesus    

Asking God to Speak Specifically 

It can sometimes be a challenge to genuinely find out what God’s will is in any given situation, and yet God’s 
plan is usually best established as a partnership between him & his people.  He is often more interested in 
meaningful relationship with us rather than a specific course of action, so the more we spend time with him, 
the more we can ask for his specific revelation and direction. 

As in any growing or developing relationship, the secret is to ask good (specific) questions, e.g. 

• What do you want to accomplish, Lord? 

• Do you want us to go away on that weekend? 

• How much money should I give, Lord? 

• Who should we invite to lunch, Lord? 

• What would really bless _______? 

• What is your strategy, Lord? 

• What are you asking of me, Lord? 

• What is the enemy’s assignment against us, Lord? 

• What sin is there in my heart? 

• Why does the enemy have access/jurisdiction in 
this situation? 

• Should I say anything, Lord? How do I say it?  

Exercise:  
Think of a situation in your life today.   What are the strategic questions you need to ask God? 
Ask Him. Decide to accept, and act on, what you believe to be the answer.  

“Protecting the Time” prayer 
It can be really helpful to pray this specific prayer before trying to spend time listening to God.  It’s a bit like 
deliberately turning off the radio or TV before an important conversation.  If we take seriously the spiritual battle 
around us then we can use the authority which Jesus has given us (see Ephesians 6:12) to pray in this way:-  

a. Bind Satan & his evil spirits from distracting us	  
b. Forbid our own human will from distracting us 
c. Invite the Holy Spirit to come and speak 

Example prayer:  “In Jesus’ Name, I bind & rebuke every demonic spirit that would oppose our time in any 
way.  Spirits, I bind you and command you to the feet of Jesus. I forbid any interference from our flesh, all 
fleshly thinking, imagination and human wisdom. (I also put away my love and any previous knowledge of this 
situation/person.) I invite You, Holy Spirit, to come, and I thank You that you are going to speak clearly and 
specifically to me in Jesus’ Name. Amen.” 

[Note.  We command the enemy and his spirits ‘to the feet of Jesus’, the exalted Jesus; not ‘to the foot of the 
cross’ which is for our sin. Satan goes to the feet of the exalted and victorious Jesus where he will be dealt 
with]. 



Session 6. Taking & Exercising our Spiritual Authority  

Excercise: Praying with God’s Authority 
Use the following guidelines as you begin to pray about a specific situation/concern: 

1. Ask:  
What is God’s purpose?  Listen for the answer…   
Then use the authority God has given you to proclaim/declare it into being (as well as taking any action 
necessary).      

2. Then ask: 
What is opposing God’s purpose?  Listen for the answer…   
Then use the authority God has given you to bind it and prevent it (as well as taking any action necessary). 

For a person: 
So… Instead of praying: ‘Lord, bless my friend’… 
Ask God: ‘Lord what is Your purpose for my friend? What do You want for my friend?’ then declare it in the 
heavenly realms. 
Then ask God to show you ‘What is coming against/preventing Your purposes for my friend?’  
Then take authority over it, bind it and prevent it in the heavenly realms.  

For a gathering/service:   
Instead of praying: ‘Lord, bless our time’… 
Ask God: ‘Lord, what are your purposes this morning/evening?’ Listen. Declare and proclaim them.  
Then ‘Lord, what is getting in the way of Your purposes?’ Listen. Rebuke, bind, and banish them.  

"For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave authority to his servants, 
and to every man his work, and commanded the porter to watch.”  Mark 13:34, 

‘When Jesus had called the twelve together, He gave them power and authority to drive out all demons and to 
cure diseases, and He sent them out to preach the Kingdom of God and to heal the sick.’ Luke 9:1-2 



Session 7: Discovering Our Calling 1 
(by Rick Warren) 

How God ‘SHAPE’s us: 
In discerning what God is calling us to for a particular season, it is important to take all of the following criteria 
into consideration.  Use these questions as a starter to prompt prayer, ideas, discussion with friends & leaders. 
  

Spiritual gifts 

What spiritual gifts (prophecy, words of knowledge, miracles, healing) has God given for the benefit of others? 
Having you asked him what they are? 

Heart 

What desires, hopes, interests, dreams, ambitions and affections do you have that you can do for God’s glory? 
What do you do for the sheer enjoyment of it? 

Abilities 

What are you naturally good at with little effort, no matter how small or insignificant it might feel? 

Personality 

Are you introverted or extroverted? Do you love routine or variety? Are you more “feet on the ground” or “head 
in the clouds”? Do you more “think things through” or a “feel things deeply”? How does this affect how and 
where you use your gifts and abilities? 

Experience 

What lessons did you learn growing up? What were your favourite school subjects, or favourite jobs? How 
have you served God in the past? What problems, hurts, thorns and trials have you learned from? 

For more info: http://rickwarren.org/series/shaped-to-make-a-difference 



Session 8: Discovering Our Calling 2 

Begin with the End in Mind 

To begin with the end in mind means to start with a clear understanding of your destination. If beginning with 
the end in mind is a helpful planning technique, then visualising your own funeral might be the ultimate life 
planning tool. Write down your visualisation of what you want to be said about you at your funeral with regard 
to your accomplishments, good works and personality ... You may have work, my spouse, my children, 
church, my health, and leisure activities. 

Time Line 

It has been said that a picture is worth a thousand words. If so then capturing your life on paper with a timeline 
exercise may be worth millions. A timeline or lifeline exercise is a grid that allows you to have a bird’s eye view 
of your life.   

Putting your timeline on paper is an opportunity to record vital information about your life and past. There are 
several benefits to completing this exercise. It helps you: 

• See the themes that connect and cut across seemingly different events. 

• Recognise key achievements, growth opportunities, lessons, persons, new wisdom, and so on. 

• Realise the value of negative shifts as opportunities toward positive shifts. 

• Increase a sense of purpose by connecting life events in new ways. 

• Find new meanings between your life at present in relation to your past and future. 

• Understand how your experiences better prepared you to face future challenges. 

• Note how your responses to events have shaped your life and character (and not events themselves). 
  
Linked to the above exercise 
1)	 Let go of disappointments, regrets … where can you go from here? 
2)	 What have you got now available now that you can use to begin to start outworking on your calling on 
your life? 
  
Strengthsfinder 

Each adult individual possesses a certain number of fixed universal personal-character attributes, ‘talents’ ; 
which, together, result in an individual's tendency to develop certain skills more easily and excel in certain fields 
in a sustainable way while failing or not being able to sustain success or high levels of effectiveness in other 
fields.  To find out more about discovering your strengths: 
http://strengths.gallup.com/110440/About-StrengthsFinder-20.aspx 



Additional Suggestions/refections on finding your calling 

A.   Things to know and think about 

1. Know your Bible and saturate your mind with it. 
	 God speaks. You get to know His heart, His desires, His intentions, and His principles. 
	 As you read, He can speak. 

2. Know your gifts and know yourself. 

3. Ponder the needs of the world. 
	 ‘The need does not constitute the call’ but it may prompt it. Let God call you, not the need. 
	 ‘What is on your heart?’ What is your burden / passion? 

4. Read autobiographies and biographies of Christians. 
	 Widen your horizons. See what is possible through others. It could be through you!  
	 Speak to Paul Phillips if you would like ideas of possible books to read 

5. Know your circumstances. 
	 …but don’t be wrongly bound by them.  Parents, health, houses, lands, children, age and so forth; all 
	 of them matter in our calling, but none of them is decisive. They can all be overridden. 
  
B.  Things to do 

6. 	 Pray for God to put you where you can be best used for his glory.  
	 There are all sorts of places to serve 	 in the world. The Lord knows the best fit for you. 

7. 	 Listen humbly to trusted & Godly people in your life. 
	 Who knows you? Who do you know who has wisdom and perspective? What do they advise / 	
	 recommend? 

8. 	 Cultivate absolute surrender of all you are and have to Christ. 
	 It’s normally a process, not a snap decision. 

Any time we want to hear from God, the method is the same: praying, reading the Bible, meditating, talking 
with godly friends, and patient listening. 

Generally we don't recognise our calling overnight; rather, God reveals it to us gradually over the years. As we 
use our talents and gifts to serve others, we discover certain types of works that feel right. They bring us a 
deep sense of fulfilment and happiness. They feel so natural and good that we know this is what we were 
meant to do. 

So give yourself in service now, and your calling will become clear.


