
 

“Remain in Me” 

Maintaining a Vital Connection with God 

John 15:5-8 

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me 
and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can 
do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch 
that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, 
thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my 
words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be 
done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear 
much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 

 
PAUSE & REFLECT: 
What helps you to stay connected with God? 

 
 

 
Maintaining Your Vital Connection with God 
Based on Bill Hybels: Courageous Leadership (ch.11) 
and Gary Thomas: Sacred Pathways 

 
1. Relational Pathway 

 

Matt 18:20 - And when two or three of you are together because of me, you can be sure 
that I’ll be there. 

 
Bill Hybels: “People who connect best with God on the relational pathway feel a kind of 
spiritual dullness with they try to walk alone with God.” 

 
Think about: 
Join a small group, taking friends on a retreat, regularly pray with others (via skype) 

 
2. Intellectual Pathway 

 

Ps 49: 3-4 Gary Thomas: 

I set plainspoken wisdom before you, 

my heart-seasoned understandings of life. 
I fine-tuned my ear to the sayings of the wise, 

I solve life’s riddle with the help of a harp. 
 

 
3. Serving Pathway 

 

e.g. Mordecai in Esther 2:7, Jesus 
 
 



4. Contemplative Pathway Suggested Secret Acts of devotion: 

 

Mark 1:35-37 - While it was still night, way before dawn, he 
got up and went out to a secluded spot and prayed. Simon 
and those with him went looking for him. They found him 
and said, “Everybody’s looking for you.” 

 

 

5. Activist Pathway 
 

Hybels: “Activists are at their best at a speed of Mach 2. Happiest when white knuckled 
and gasping for breath. They need a highly challenging environment that pushed them to 
the edge of their potential. When they’re on the edge, they feel closest to God - and 
invoke his name Oh God Oh God!!!” 

 
6. Creation Pathway 

 

Romans 1:20 - For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities – his eternal 
power and divine nature – have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been 
made, so that people are without excuse. 

 
Psalm 19:1 - The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his 
hands. 

 
7. Worship Pathway 

 

2 Sam 6:14 - Wearing a linen ephod, David was dancing before 
the Lord with all his might, 

 

 
8. Art/Senses Pathway 

 

Visions in Ezekiel & Revelation 
Bezel & Oholiab in Ex 31 

 
9. Tradition/Ritual/Symbols 

 

 

Making the most of the Pathways: 

1. Identify Your Pathway 
2. Lean into Your Pathway 
3. Appreciate all the Pathways 
4. Help others identify their Pathways 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


